Localized bowel vasculitis: postoperative cyclophosphamide or not?
We describe 2 patients with necrotizing vasculitis localized to the bowel, who were treated by excision of the involved tissue. Postoperatively, there was no evidence of active vasculitis, and both patients remain in remission on followup, without the use of immunosuppressive treatment. Evidence that an abnormal local microenvironment is necessary to sustain chronic inflammation may explain why surgical excision can be an important tool in the treatment of vasculitis.